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National Oral History Association of New Zealand (NOHANZ) 
Te Kete Kōrero-a-Waha o Te Motu 

 
 

SOME SOURCES OF RESEARCH FUNDING FOR ORAL HISTORY PROJECTS 
 
 
MINISTRY FOR CULTURE AND HERITAGE ORAL HISTORY GRANTS | NGĀ KŌRERO TUKU IHO 
https://mch.govt.nz/funding-nz-culture/ministry-grants-awards/new-zealand-oral-
history-awards 
 
Funding for these grants came from the Australian Sesquicentennial Gift Trust for Awards in Oral 
History in 1990 to honour 150 years since the signing of Te Tiriti o Waitangi. Each year approximately 
$100,000 is divided between the successful applicants (usually a maximum of 12 grants are given). A 
successful applicant generally receives between $5000 and $10,000 towards the costs of their 
project. 
 
These grants are available for community-led projects reflecting diverse identities and perspectives. 
Administered by Manatū Taonga Ministry for Culture and Heritage, this funding provides financial 
help for oral history projects relating to the history of Aotearoa New Zealand and Aotearoa New 
Zealand’s close relationships with the Pacific. 
 
Applications close on 25 October every year. 
 
 
LOTTERY BOARD 
https://www.communitymatters.govt.nz 
 
Lottery Environment and Heritage Fund 
https://www.communitymatters.govt.nz/lottery-environment-and-heritage/ 
For projects that will help protect, conserve or care for our natural, cultural and physical heritage, or 
allow us to better understand and access these resources. 
Round One opens 8th June and closes on 3rd August 2022.  
 
The Mātauranga Māori Marae Ora Fund 
https://www.communitymatters.govt.nz/the-matauranga-maori-marae-ora-fund/ 
This fund aims to support marae communities to retain, protect, or transmit their mātauranga and 
care for their taonga. 

For the 2022-23 application dates for these and other  funds administered by the Department of 
Internal Affairs Hāpai Hapori (Community Operations) see:  
https://www.communitymatters.govt.nz/important-dia-funding-dates/ 
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FRIENDS OF THE TURNBULL LIBRARY RESEARCH GRANT 2023 
turnbullfriends@email.com 
 
Researchers undertaking research in the collections of the Alexander Turnbull Library, which include 
the Oral History and Sound archive, are invited to apply for the Friends of the Turnbull Library 
Research Grant, worth up to $20,000. Please see the link above for information about the grant and 
the application process. 
 
The closing date is 7 October 2022 
 
 
JACK ILOTT ORAL HISTORY EDUCATION OPERATING FUND 
https://natlib.govt.nz/about-us/scholarships-and-awards/jack-ilott-fund 

This Fund was set up through the generosity of philanthropist Jack Ilott ‘to promote standards in the 
use of oral history as a means of documenting New Zealand’s past and contemporary history’. 
Grants of up to $500 may be made.  Applications can be made at any time. The Ilott Fund is 
administered by the Alexander Turnbull Library Endowment Trust. 

 
CHINESE POLL TAX HERITAGE FUND 
https://www.communitymatters.govt.nz/ask-us/?q=Chinese+Poll+Tax 
 
The Trust promotes, but does not limit itself to, funding: 

• learning and use of the Cantonese language 
• awareness and understanding of the history of Chinese communities in New Zealand 
• the recording and preserving of Chinese New Zealand history 
• greater public understanding of ethnic diversity with particular emphasis on the 

contributions of Chinese New Zealanders 
• Chinese arts and culture (including Chinese New Zealand creative and cultural expression). 
•  

PACIFIC LANGUAGES COMMUNITY FUND 

 https://www.mpp.govt.nz/funding/pacific-languages-community-fund/ 

 If you need more information about the Pacific Languages Community Fund, please 
email languagesfunding@mpp.govt.nz. 

 Applicants can apply up to $50,000 for their language initiative. 

 
CHRISTCHURCH CITY COUNCIL 
https://ccc.govt.nz/culture-and-community/heritage/heritage-grants-and-funding 
 
Intangible Heritage Grants  
This is a new Heritage Grant scheme and is available to support communities, groups and individuals 
(Christchurch and Banks Peninsula) 
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Intangible Heritage includes knowledge, stories, histories, memories, traditions, waiata, oral 
histories, trails and past landscape features. It also includes past events, their associated sites and 
the people connected to them; hidden archaeology, wāhi tapu; wāhi taonga; ingoa wāhi; music; 
kapa haka; dance and language. Intangible heritage includes the meanings and associations of a 
place, including historical, social, cultural, spiritual and commemorative values. Intangible Heritage 
Grants support communities, groups and individuals to practise the principles of Kaitiakitanga and 
Manaakitanga and to share their own stories and histories.  
 
 
June 2022 


